Introduced by Council Members Hyde & Yarborough:


RESOLUTION 2009-718
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND HONORING THE ST. JOHNS RIVER CITY BAND UPON THE OCCASION OF ITS CELEBRATION OF TWENTY-FIVE YEARS OF MUSICAL PERFORMANCES; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, the St. Johns River City Band was founded in 1984 through the efforts of real estate mogul Ira Koger and former Jacksonville Symphony Orchestra conductor/music director Willis Page to fill a cultural need in Jacksonville, and it is organized and operated as a non-profit corporation with the stated mission of keeping jazz and American music alive through performance and education; and

WHEREAS, the St. Johns River City Band is comprised of talented wind, brass, and rhythm musicians organized into various ensembles for the performance of a diverse repertoire of American musical genres, including traditional brass band, jazz, Dixieland, and swing, in order to appeal to a wide demographic, and the band has gained additional notoriety through its performances with such legends as Chet Atkins at Carnegie Hall, Della Reese, Diane Schuur, Dizzy Gillespie, Doc Severinsen, Rosemary Clooney, Branford Marsalis, Al Hirt, Dave Brubeck, Lionel Hampton, Toni Tenille, Floyd Cramer, Jack Sheldon, Buddy DeFranco, The Manhattan Transfer, Arturo Sandoval, Ernie Watts, and John Pizzarelli; and 

WHEREAS, this cultural gem was designated an Official Band of the City of Jacksonville by Resolution of the City Council in 1985 in recognition of the many delightful free concerts it performs for the entertainment of appreciative audiences throughout Jacksonville, the First Coast, Florida, and the United States, and in 1990 the St. Johns River City Band was designated and declared an official Florida state band by action of the Florida Legislature now codified in Section 15.049, Florida Statutes; and

WHEREAS, the St. Johns River City Band partners with many in our community, such as the City of Jacksonville, Duval County Public Schools, the Cultural Council of Greater Jacksonville, the University of North Florida, and Florida’s Division of Cultural Affairs, in order to conduct workshops and give concerts, bringing its unique sound to the ears of numerous eager listeners; and

WHEREAS, each year, the St. Johns River City Band performs between fifty and sixty public and private shows with an annual audience of over 40,000 children and adults, and it has been a member of the Florida Division of Cultural Affairs State Touring Roster since 1990; and


WHEREAS, the St. Johns River City Band is celebrating its twenty-five years of excellence, and the City Council is desirous of recognizing this important occasion and encouraging continued community support for this fine organization and its noble mission; now, therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council does hereby recognize and honor the St. Johns River City Band upon the occasion of its celebration of twenty-five years of musical performances in the City of Jacksonville.

Section 2.

The City Council does further thank the St. Johns River City Band for its contributions to the cultural climate of the Jacksonville community, extending its sincere congratulations and best wishes for continued artistic successes.

Section 3.

This resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

____/s/ Margaret M. Sidman__________ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by:
Richard W. Campbell
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